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2008 Unique Woman of Colorado Announced

DENVER – The Denver Post, The Women’s Foundation of Colorado and Lockheed Martin announced the 2008 winner of the Unique Woman of Colorado Award at The Denver Post Unique Lives & Experiences lecture series. Kersten Hostetter, president and CEO of Micro Business Development (MBD), is the winner of the tenth annual award. 

Kersten Hostetter has left her unforgettable mark on Colorado’s communities through her contributions in business, civic, environmental and cultural advocacy. Twelve years ago she developed a non-profit dedicated to economic justice for underserved populations. As president and CEO of MBD, Kersten provides services to small businesses and entrepreneurs via access to capital, resources and markets. Through MBD, Kersten has served over 28,000 entrepreneurs in Colorado, created 3,200 jobs and lent over $9,200,000 to community businesses.


“Kersten understands that innovation and entrepreneurship have a symbiotic relationship; innovation is the driving force needed to unfold entrepreneurship into the community at large,” said Gretchen Gagel McComb, president and CEO of The WFCO. “She has experienced first-hand the challenges of being a female entrepreneur both as a youth and adult. Through her work with women throughout Colorado, she is helping them achieve their dreams by eliminating the barriers they encounter in reaching prosperity.”


Kersten has held many different positions for various organizations including the Association for Enterprise Opportunity (AEO) Board of Directors where she has testified before the U.S. House of Representatives’ Small Business Committee regarding PRIME (funding for microenterprise initiatives). Additionally, she was the driving force behind the merger of Colorado Capital Initiatives/PACEWorks! and Colorado Microcredit in 2002 and acquired and merged with Business Capital of Colorado in 2004. She is also on the executive chair of the board of directors for the Colorado Friends of MicroCredit, chair of Socially Conscious Coffee where she supported the effort to provide education, food, and stability for children on Brazil’s plantation, past chairs to the Latino Literacy Symposium Organizing Committee, Women’s History Month Organizing Committee, Black History Month Organizing Committee, Earth Day Celebration Organizing Committee, and Child Care Center Expansion Committee. In addition, she is a committee member on the Accountability/CDM committee for Denver Public Schools.
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“Kersten’s innovations and involvement in various organizations as well as the impact she has left on thousands of Coloradoans made this an easy decision for our team,” said McComb. “We are thrilled to present her with a small token of our appreciation.”


Each year, the award pays tribute to a living woman who has had a special, unique impact on Colorado.  The Unique Woman of Colorado has left an indelible mark on her Colorado community; she has demonstrated leadership and used her influence and example to create a more equitable society for Colorado’s women and girls. Past recipients include:
· 1999 – Phyllis Berti

· 2000 – Dr. Joan Gosink

· 2001 – Senator Peggy Reeves

· 2002 – Elizabeth Loescher

· 2003 – Audrey Faulkner

· 2004 – Judy Cara

· 2005 – B. LaRae Orullian

· 2006 – Leslie R. Foster

· 2007 – Dr. Patricia Gabow

Each year, the winner receives $1,000 to be donated to the charity of her choice. Kersten selected MBD as the recipient of this gift. Kersten also received a bronze sculpture called “A Unique Life”, donated by local artist and Women’s Foundation supporter Essie Perlmutter. Perlmutter has been a professional artist and interior designer for 30 years, and has been working in bronze for the last seven years. Her works have been shown in many local shows and art galleries, including Temple Emanuel, the Mizel Museum, and the Arts Students League. 

Unique Lives & Experiences

North America's foremost women's lecture series was developed in response to women's requests for intellectual entertainment and provides them with a forum for meaningful dialogue and stimulating interaction. The 2008 Unique Lives lecture series is completed. Please go to www.uniquelives.com <http://www.uniquelives.com/> for more information about the series.

The Women’s Foundation of Colorado

Think Big. Be Bold. Make Change. This is The Women’s Foundation of Colorado’s 20th anniversary mission. Since 1987, The WFCO has invested millions in nonprofit organizations throughout the state to dramatically change the lives of Colorado’s women and girls. Through research, education, advocacy and collaboration, The WFCO sets the agenda and leads systemic change, creating greater opportunities for women and girls to succeed 

in the 21st century economy. The goal of the foundation is for every woman in Colorado is economically self-sufficient, and every girl in Colorado is on the path to economic self-sufficiency in adulthood. We believe that changes in public policy will have the greatest impact in assisting women in their efforts to achieve economic self-sufficiency. For more information visit www.wfco.org or call 303-285-2960.
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