First Lady Michelle Obama Brings First Stop of Women of Excellence Outreach Tour to Denver
The Women’s Foundation of Colorado and Mile High United Way collaborate for Luncheon Event with First Lady at Governor’s Mansion on Monday
DENVER, COLO. (Nov. 14, 2009) — First Lady Michelle Obama will visit Denver on Monday, Nov. 16, 2009 for the White House leadership and mentoring initiative in the first of a series of events following the model of the Women of Excellence outreach earlier this year. National and local women leaders and students will meet at the Governor’s Mansion for a midday luncheon discussion. In the afternoon, the First Lady and other women leaders will visit local schools in the area to share their stories, discuss their careers and answer student questions.

“We are thrilled that the First Lady has chosen Denver as the first stop for her White House leadership and mentoring initiative,” said Gretchen McComb, president and CEO of The Women’s Foundation of Colorado (WFCO). “Her presence will help shine a spotlight on the issue of girls dropping out of school in Colorado and the need for mentoring programs.”
  
The event is being produced by the Department of Education, in cooperation with the WFCO.

The WFCO recently funded research on the girls drop-out issue that strongly supports mentoring as an avenue to increase the number of girls graduating from high school. These research studies, conducted in conjunction with the Colorado Graduates Initiative and the REFT Institute, show that girls are more frequently “pulled” out of school, and that relationships play a major role in their lives. 

Mile High United Way, together with the Youth Mentoring Collaborative, works to support mentoring programs throughout the Denver metropolitan area.  These programs deliver proven results. Quality mentoring improves girls’ perspectives towards education and motivates them to do better in school, increases their self esteem, provides them with a positive, non-judgmental support system and encourages them to become self-sufficient, motivated adults. 

All media wishing to attend the discussion at the Governor’s Mansion must contact firstladypress@who.eop.gov in advance of the event for credentialing.

About The Women’s Foundation of Colorado
Think Big. Be Bold. Make Change. This is The Women’s Foundation of Colorado’s mission. Since 1987, The WFCO has invested millions in nonprofit organizations throughout the state to dramatically change the lives of Colorado’s women and girls. Through research, education, advocacy and collaboration, The WFCO sets the agenda and leads systemic change, creating greater opportunities for women and girls to succeed in the 21st century economy. The goal of the foundation is that every woman in Colorado is economically self-sufficient, and every girl in Colorado is on the path to economic self-sufficiency in adulthood. We believe that changes in public policy will have the greatest impact in assisting women in their efforts to achieve economic self-sufficiency. For more information visit www.wfco.org or call 303-285-2960.
 

About Mile High United Way
Mile High United Way maximizes the power of collective generosity. We focus on three related initiatives: School Readiness, Youth Success and Adult Self Sufficiency. Our mission is achieved when young children from low-income families are prepared to succeed when they begin school, at-risk youth graduate from high school and individuals and families achieve financial stability and independence. We can do more together. To learn more visit www.unitedwaydenver.org
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