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OPEN Housi

THIS WEEK

OPEN DAILY | AVON
3:00 - 5:00 | THE RESIDENCES AT THE WESTIN RESORT & SPA
$1,655,000 - $2,680,000 | Lissa Tyler | 970.390.7493

SATURDAY: MARCH 8
3:00-5:00 | BEAVER CREEK OPEN HOUSE
365 Borders Road | $4,950,000 | Kathy Bellamy | 970.376.2863

SUNDAY: MARCH 9
2:00 - 4:00 | EAGLE OPEN HOUSE
335 Seventh Street | $399,000 | Scot Webster | 970.331.4932

WEDNESDAY: MARCH 12

11:30 - 2:30 | BACHELOR GULCH OPEN HOUSE
3712 Daybreak Ridge | $11,500,000 | Cathy Jones Coburn | 970.390.1706
107 Elkhorn | $9,495,000 | Cathy Jones Coburn | 970.390.1706
171 Peak View | $10,195,000 | Cathy Jones Coburn | 970.390.1706

3:00 - 5:00 | BACHELOR GULCH OPEN HOUSE
1003 Daybreak Ridge | $11,250,000 | Anna Menz | 970.471.3525

FIND MORE INFO AND SEARCH Slifer Smith
ALL PROPERTIES FOR SALE IN
THE VAIL VALLEY AT: &Frampton | LIVE
VAILREALESTATE.COM Real E:
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LOCAL.

Film highlights struggle
of low-income women

'Cliff effect’is focus of
\Women Foundation event

By Suzanne Hoffman
Special to the Daily

EAGLE COUNTY — Colorado is home
to approximately a half million women —
9.6 percent of the population — who live
at or near the poverty level. Many of these
women are single mothers whose annual
median income of $26,705 is the lowest of
any family type in Colorado. Childcare con-
sumes approximately half of these meager
salaries.

Each year, more than 5,700 high school
girls turn their backs on education,
dropping out and setting themselves on
a lifetime path of often-insurmountable
challenges. With Colorado women making
80 cents for every dollar a man earns, sin-
gle motherhood and a lack of education are
powerful obstacles many Colorado women
encounter on the road to self-sustainability.

Those are but some of the sobering sta-
tistics that drive the Women’s Foundation
of Colorado’s mission “to build resources
and lead change so that every woman and
girl in Colorado achieves her full potential.”

In addition to advocacy, research and
education, since its founding in 1987, the
‘Women’s Foundation of Colorado has
worked for that mission. Studying the dif-
ficulties low-wage earning women have in
realizing self-reliance is one of their ongo-
ing projects.

A DAY FOR WOMEN

The foundation and other womens’
advocates want to bring these situations
to light in time for International Women’s
Day today.

The day began in 1909, when the Social-
ist Party of America declared the first Na-
tional Women’s Day to be observed on Feb.
28.1In 1910, at a confluence of international
delegations from 17 countries at the second
Conference on Working Women in Copen-
hagen, International Women’s Day was
created. Since 1917, International Women'’s
Day has occurred annually on March 8. In
many countries, including Afghanistan,
Cuba, Uzbekistan and Uganda, it is now a
national holiday.

This year, the Vail Valley Regional
Committee of the Women’s Foundation of
Colorado will commemorate the interna-
tional event on Tuesday with an airing of
“Losing Ground: The Cliff Effect” Women’s

Foundation of Colorado and longtime
foundation supporter Janet Mordecai
funded the I-News at Rocky Mountain
PBS documentary that takes viewers into
the lives of three women who encountered
the cliff effect as they struggled to achieve
self-reliance.

The event on Tuesday from 5:30 to 7
p.m. at Colorado Mountain College on
150 Miller Ranch Road in Edwards is free
and open to the public. Refreshments and
celebration of International Women’s Day
begin at 5:30 p.m. with the documentary
screening at 6 p.m., followed by a panel dis-
cussion and legislative update.

FALLING OFF A CLIFF

“The cliff effect” that is the subject of
the documentary refers to the struggle of
low-income families to get ahead, while in
some cases, the system penalizes them for
promotions or wage increases.

In 1996, Bill Clinton signed a revolution-
ary welfare reform law designed to “end
welfare as we know it.” Nearly 20 years lat-
er, thanks to unintended consequences, the
system has failed many low-income fami-
lies clawing their way to self-sufficiency.

One-third of Colorado’s children live in
low-income families where one or two par-
ents work full time in low-wage jobs. Only
the panoply of work support benefits helps
these struggling families meet their needs.

In Colorado and many other states,
low-income families find that wage increas-
es and promotions often send low-wage
earners through the income ceilings of
various programs, and they lose valuable
benefits that often outweigh the wage
increases. The result — a worse financial
condition than before job advancements.
This paradoxical situation is known as the
“cliff effect.”

WORKING FOR CHANGE

Work support benefits include tax cred-
its, housing, food, childcare and health
care that are often far more valuable to
the working poor than the raises they
receive. These benefits help keep families
at or above the financial break-even point.
Unfortunately, promotions and increas-
es in wages often send families careening
off the financial cliff into an abyss from
which escape to self-sufficiency is nearly
impossible.

To attend Tuesday’s film screening, RSVP
to WFCOVailValley @gmail.com. For more
information, contact Rebecca Matlon at
970-926-0331.
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STERKS, WILD GRAME & FRESH SEAFO0D FLOWN IN DAILY!
SERVING LUNCH & DINNER DAILY 11AM-10PM

HAPPY HOUR DAILY | 4:30-6PM | 30% OFF ALL DRINKS & APPS
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