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ECONOMIC JUSTICE MARCH:  BE THERE
Diverse coalition to make voices heard at Capitol April 6, 2008
Sponsored by the Colorado Benefits Management System Coalition 
Denver, Colo. (March 31, 2008) — March for Economic Ju$tice, a rally for public awareness of statewide economic issues, will be held on Sunday, April 6, 2008, starting at 10:00 a.m. The march will begin at the Colorado Department of Human Services located at 1575 Sherman Street Denver, Colo., and conclude at Civic Center Park where there will be booths by various nonprofits that support economic self-sufficiency and political empowerment. Program activities include updates on legislation; voter registration drives and a keynote presentation by international author Chet W. Sisk.


April 6, 2008, has been chosen by the Colorado Benefits Management System (CBMS) Coalition to mark the 40th anniversary of Dr. Martin Luther King’s assassination (April 4, 1968) as well as reignite the torch he passed on for Economic Justice. Coloradoans will have a chance to come together and find their economic voice and take steps to ensure that policymakers, service providers, politicians and fellow residents hear their concerns.


“We are at the critical crossroads of an economic crisis that crosses all races, and classes. In Colorado there are approximately 60 bills, such as the state Earned Income Tax Credit legislation, that affect economic self-sufficiency. Few, if any, of us in the state are outside the shadow of the effects of this economic crisis in our time.” said Cheryl Hill from the CBMS Coalition. 


Whether we face the risk of home foreclosure, job discontinuance, inadequate access to healthcare, lack of affordable and reliable childcare, escalating fuel costs or the need for public assistance, we are all under the same cloud. One paycheck away from homelessness is a reality for an increasing number of us,” added Tracey Stewart, from the Colorado Fiscal Policy Institute.


International author Chet W. Sisk will join Coloradoans as they march for economic justice and speak about his journey to economic self-sufficiency. In the 1990s, Sisk had a booming Internet-based advertising agency that specialized in serving newspapers. Around the year 2000, during the dot-com bust, the newspaper industry went into recession, his company went bankrupt and he lost everything. Sisk started volunteering at a Denver-area homeless shelter. His years of working with people who went through crime, drugs, poverty, medical catastrophe and economic ruin gave him perspective on his own life and led him to write his first book, “Seven Steps To Success I Learned From Homeless People” (Stratford Press 2005), as well as his newly released book, “Because You Can: The Window Effect Method,” reminds us that we still have the power to control our economic lives.


In addition to Sisk’s keynote presentation, Lorena Garcia, Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) 

-more-

Coalition, Britta Fisher, Colorado Housing Investment Fund (CHIF) Coalition, and others will talk about taking action on legislation this year. 


About the CBMS Coalition

The primary focus of the CBMS Coalition is to remove barriers of access and promote the timely processing of applications. Additional priorities are customer service with dignity for internal as well as external customers, accountability of current and future software providers of CBMS, creation of client self advocacy and collection of stories of clients’ experiences, among others.


 The Colorado Benefits Management System (CBMS) is the database used by the State and County human services agencies to determine an applicant's eligibility for public assistance in the following programs: Food Stamps, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families, Aid for the Needy and Disabled, State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) and Medicaid. Currently, the system is not equipped to help households in need in a timely manner. 

For more information on the CBMS Coalition Email fixitorditchit@live.com.
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